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altogether new in it. Humanism is as old as history.
The common feature of Humanism throughout the ages
has been the belief that there are certain human values
which transcend all other considerations, and to develop
the human personality is the main purpose of life;
political practice and social institutions, economic orga-
nisations, educational endeavours, should all serve the
basic purpose of life. But in the olden times the wrong
idea of human nature contradicted the humanist philo-
sophy of life. Therefore, classical Humanism failed to
hold its own against the opposing views of life, which
harmonised with the wrong notions about human na-
ture. But to-day scientific knowledge as well as a care-
ful reading of history enable Humanism to challenge
the wrong notions about human nature and thus free
itself from all contradictions and fallacies. Therefore,
we call it New Humanism. Since its newness is derived
from modern scientific knowledge, the more appropriate
name is scientific Humanism. We restate the principle
of the sovereignty and primacy of man not as a dogma,
but with the support of scientific knowledge.

That is the point of departure of a new approach
to the various problems of modern life. Take for inst-
ance the economic problems of our country, Evervbodv
knows that things are going from bad to worse. And
the easiest thing to do is to blame somebody for this
state of affairs, and the government is the obvious scape-
goat. All complaints against prevailing conditions am-
ount to abusing the present government, which is
followed up bv the demand for an alternative govern-